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Following what current Governor, Republican Ron DeSantis, declared to be the
year of the teacher,1 the 2020-2021 academic year led to many school districts
raising teacher pay in response to HB 641, which required school districts to
raise starting teacher pay to $47,500.2 Additionally, the plan to end Common
Core continued, and a push to end standardized testing (outside of end-of-year
course exams) beginning with the 2022-2023 academic year.3
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Eliminating Yearly Standardized Testing
After waiving the consequences of standardized testing for both the 20192020 and 2020-2021 academic year due to COVID-19,4 Florida has announced
they will become the first state in the nation5 to adopt state standards-aligned
progress monitoring for accountability as opposed to one-shot standardized
tests. Standardized testing will take place in academic year 2021-2022, however,
to allow the legislative process the opportunity to support this change. This
proposal would reduce testing time by 75% and allow teachers to focus on
academics instead of teaching to assess.6 The 2022-2023 academic year would
be a benchmark year to determine how students are assessed, and school grades,
which are assigned to both schools and districts, would return in the 2023-2024
1.Eric Rogers, “Ron DeSantis announces plan to hike starting teacher pay $47,500,” October
7, 2019, https://www.floridatoday.com/story/news/education/2019/10/07/ron-desantis-proposeshike-starting-teacher-salaries-47-500/3897200002/.
2.The Florida Senate. “HB 641: Funds for the Operation of Schools,” July 1, 2020, https://www.
flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2020/641.
3.Leslie Postal, “Florida to end high-stakes FSA exams, replace with progress monitoring, DeSantis says,” September 14, 2021, https://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/education/os-ne-desantis-corcoran-doral-academy-20210914-pvkujilqdverhiucmvtcfcvd2e-story.html.
4.Ryan Dailey, “Florida waives standardized test score consequences for second straight year,”
April 12, 2021, https://www.orlandoweekly.com/Blogs/archives/2021/04/12/florida-waives-standardized-test-score-consequences-for-second-straight-school-year.
5.Governor’s Press Office, “Governor DeSantis announces end of the high-stakes FSA testing
to become the first state in the nation to fully transition to progress monitoring,” September 14,
2021, https://www.fldoe.org/newsroom/latest-news/governor-desantis-announces-end-of-thehigh-stakes-fsa-testing-to-become-the-first-state-in-the-nation-to-fully-transition-to-progressmonitoring.stml.
6.Joe McLean, “Governor proposes end for Florida State Assessments testing next school year,”
September 14, 2021, https://www.news4jax.com/news/florida/2021/09/14/state-plans-to-endflorida-standards-assessments-testing-next-school-year/.
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academic year.7. Discussion, including a budget, legislation, and developing
committees to support this initiative will begin to prepare for the March 2022
legislative session.8
Teacher Pay at $47,500
In 2019, DeSantis outlined a plan to increase starting and veteran teacher pay
to a minimum yearly salary of $47,500, which included a $603 million budget
specifically earmarked for salaries.9 Only $500 million was passed by legislation,
which was not enough to meet that demand in some rural and less populated
counties. DeSantis added $50 million to the 2021-2022 budget to continue to
move toward $47,500, however, it will not be enough to meet his goal.10
Replacement of Common Core
Common Core standards have been abolished in Florida, making way for the
Benchmarks for Excellent Student Teaching (B.E.S.T.) Standards, which have
gone into effect in some school districts already11, but must be fully implemented
for 2022-2023. $17.5 million was earmarked for professional development in
Civics to align new curricula to the B.E.S.T. Standards. Public input for ELA and
Mathematics standards was solicited in June 202112, with expected professional
development to take place in the second half of the 2021-2022 school year.
issue s, tre nds, and priorit ies af f ecti n g hi g her edu cati on
Budget cuts were proposed for 2021-2022 with the Senate requesting a $217
million reduction and the House requesting a $593 million reduction to the State
University System budget.13 HB1261 was created in response to these cuts, which
included tuition waivers for individuals who had been out of higher education for

7.Ibid, 6.
8.ABC 7 Staff, “DeSantis announces end to FSA testing in Florida schools,” September 14, 2021,
https://www.mysuncoast.com/2021/09/14/desantis-announces-end-fsa-testing-florida-schools/.
9.Danielle Brown, “FL Legislature carves $550 million for goal to boost starting salaries for FL
teachers to $47,500,” April 29, 2021, https://floridaphoenix.com/2021/04/29/fl-legislature-carves550-million-for-goal-to-keep-increasing-starting-salaries-for-fl-teachers-to-47500/.
10.Ibid, 9.
11.Matthew Lincoln, “Back to Basics” for reading and English requirements in Florida schools,”
August 9, 2021, https://cbs12.com/news/local/back-to-basics-for-reading-and-english-requirements-in-florida-schools.
12.FDOE Press Office, “Florida Department of Education invites public input on proposed
standards,” May 28, 2021, https://www.fldoe.org/newsroom/latest-news/florida-department-ofeducation-invites-public-input-on-proposed-standards.stml
13.News Service of Florida, “Spending plans point to ‘lean year’ in Florida higher education,”
March 29, 2021, https://www.wuft.org/news/2021/03/29/spending-plans-point-to-lean-year-inflorida-higher-education/.
j ou rna l of e du c at i on fi na n c e

|

4 7 : 3 w in t er 2022 250-274

250

five years and members of the military,14 reduced tuition for out-of-state students
with grandparents in Florida,15 but cut the Academic Scholars program which
provided a $600 annual textbook stipend for Florida Academic Scholars.16 SB86,
which passed in Senate but did not pass House legislation, would have cut Bright
Futures further by only providing full funding to certain majors determined by
the Board of Governors and the State Board of Education.17
rec e n t changes to t h e f u ndi n g for m u l a for p- 1 2 a n d
higher e du cat ion
Cost factors associated with base student allocation was adjusted for the 20212022 school year.18

Classification
K-3 Basic
4-8 Basic
9-12 Basic
ESE Level 4
ESE Level 5
ESOL
9-12 Career Education

Appropriations
2020-2021
1.124
1.000
1.012
3.644
5.462
1.184
1.012

2021-2022
1.126
1.000
1.010
3.648
5.340
1.199
1.010

forc e s divert ing f u nds f rom tr a di ti ona l pu b l i c s cho ol
distric ts
SB 1028, which authorizes the State University System to sponsor charter
schools and allowing charter schools to offer career and professional academies
14.Ryan Dailey, “Lawmakers back higher ed protections, tuition breaks,” April 29, 2021, https://
www.gainesville.com/story/news/politics/2021/04/29/florida-lawmakers-back-higher-ed-protections-tuition-breaks/4887759001/.
15.Ibid, 16.
16.Ryan Dailey, “Florida lawmakers cut, restrict college scholarships, grants but bulk of Bright
Futures remains intact,” May 4, 2021, https://www.orlandoweekly.com/Blogs/archives/2021/05/04/
florida-lawmakers-cut-restrict-college-scholarships-grants-but-bulk-of-bright-futures-remainsintact.
17.Florida Political Review, “The power of a determined public: Defending bright futures,” June
15, 2021, http://www.floridapoliticalreview.com/the-power-of-a-determined-public-defendingbright-futures/
18.Gray Robinson, “Pre-K12 Education Appropriations Summary,” May 4, 2021, https://fsba.
org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/GrayRobinson-2021-2022-Pre-K12-Education-Appropriations-Summary.pdf.

was passed.19
p - 12 pe r- pu pil expendit u re
The unweighted FTE for 2021-2022 is $8,019, an increase of $233 (3%) from the
prior year.20
all o c ation of state d oll ars an d percen t of the state
bud get for p-12 and h igh er edu cati on
The 2021-22 Education Budget is $30,088,215,350, which is 29.65% of the overall
budget and a $3.3 billion increase from the prior year.21

19.Bill Summary, “SB Education,” May 2, 2021, https://public.lobbytools.com/bills/57551.
20.Florida Leads Budget, “Education Choice Fund Summary,” May 4, 2021, http://www.floridaleadsbudget.com/content/Current/reports/Education-Choice-Fund-Summary.pdf.
21.Florida Policy Institute, “Florida FY 2021-22 Budget,” July 1, 2021, https://uploads-ssl.webflow.com/5cd5801dfdf7e5927800fb7f/6129b9ee5e6c402e88de0a1a_RT_FY-2021-22_BUDGET_
FINAL.pdf.

